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· Course Description
Course Title: Theatre: Playwriting SH A/B

Transcript Title(s)/Abbreviation(s):  THTREPLYWRT SH A/B
Course Code(s):   380307/08

x  Theater Arts (Advanced)

Grade Level:     11   
 12

Unit Value:  1.0 (one year, 2 semesters, or 3 trimesters equiv.)

Pre-Requisites:  Theatre Introduction H    __x__Recommended  
· Textbooks
Catron, Louis E. The Elements of Playwriting. Macmillan, 1993.

Clark, Leroy. Practical Playwriting: A Guide to Writing for the Stage. Pearson Education, Inc., 2007.

Dorf. Jonathan. Young Playwrights 101. YouthPlays Press, 2005.

Hatcher, Jeffrey. The Art & Craft of Playwriting. Story Press, 1996.
Course Content

	This course provides theatre students with the opportunity to study the elements of dramatic literature and play structure from different periods. They will have opportunities to write plays to be read and performed both in classroom projects and for general audiences. 

Continued growth and development of students’ playwriting skills may be demonstrated through regular public performance events of their scripts on campus, in the community or at theatre festivals.  Students will develop critical writing skills through journaling, script analysis, and critiques.  Projects will include writing scenes, short plays, and one-act plays. Work will be read and/or staged by acting students. Students will have opportunities to work individually and in small groups.

Students will explore the essential question of how ideas are developed into fully crafted plays ready for production.



      Course Outline:

	I. Play Structure

A. Read, view and discuss plays written in a traditional style such as works by Arthur Miller, Neil Simon, August Wilson, Marsha Mason, William Inge, Edward Albee, or Luis Valdez

B. Read, view and discuss plays written in less traditional styles such as works by Susan-Lori Parks, Sam Shepard, Anna Devere Smith, Steven Dietz, or Mary Zimmerman

C. Determine the basic structure of each play studied such as masculine structure which is a linear approach, feminine structure which in a nonlinear approach, circular structure, episodic structure

D. Compare and contrast various styles to determine common elements

II. Ideas

A. Explore personal stories by telling, performing, discussing, and writing them

B. Determine qualities that make stories compelling

C. Examine sources for possible material such as personal life, fantasy, history and current events

D. Record observations of people, images, and events in a daily journal

E. Select story to use as basis for writing a play

III. Elements of a Play

A. Research and discuss Aristotle’s six elements: character, action, ideas, language, music, spectacle 

B. Note and write about how they are found in the plays studied

C. Discover ways the elements relate to selected play idea

IV. Character

A. Determine physical characteristics such as appearance including weight, height, hair style and color, race, facial structure, eye color; posture and movement, body types, voice, physical activity

B. Determine social characteristics such as clothing, education, hometown, profession, family, hobbies, traditions, religion, travel

C. Determine psychological characteristics such as intelligence, fear, personality, mental illness, defense mechanisms

D. Develop a back story for each character which comprises previous significant events in the life of the character that can be pulled out and used to tell the story in the present

E. Determine objectives and motivations for characters

F. Research, discuss, and possibly use archetypes such as the boss, the rebel, the best friend, the intellectual, the warrior, the innocent, the adventurer, the nurturer

V. Action

A. Research and discuss types of plots such as action, thriller, victim, tragic, dilemma, victory, punitive, revelation, admiration, education, maturing, reform, testing, degeneration/regeneration, disillusionment, pivotal, 

B. Determine type of plot to use and establish a plot outline including exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, resolution

C. Balance the beginning, middle and end of the plot

D. Establish a strong conflict with something meaningful at stake; strengthen the conflict by ensuring that it comes out of what the characters really need

E. Add “what ifs” to the story to increase tension and heighten the conflict

VI. Language

A. Research, study, and practice different types of dialogue noting sentence structure, vocal rhythm, figures of speech, accents and dialects, lengths of speeches

B. Write and read aloud short sequences of dialogue to make sure it advances character and/or story; have a staged reading of scenes

C. Write dialogue that is not real speech but a highly edited version of real speech, with the rhythm of real speech; read it aloud to make revisions

D. Check to be sure dialogue comes from characters’ objectives and motivations

E. Edit dialogue to include details, figurative language and sensory references

F. Include stage directions but only when necessary

G. Have a staged reading for a small audience to get reactions and feedback

VII. Spectacle

A. Study settings from plays researched, read and viewed; note details used

B. Establish detailed setting to include where and when, specifically time in history, time of year, time of day

C. Revise settings considering items such as: places where things happen, places that could put characters in harm’s way, places that will create the most tension

D. Describe scenery and floor plan needed

E. Describe costumes

F. List props and special effects

G. Suggest lighting design and cues

VIII. Music

A. View productions noting music and sound choices

B. Indicate music and sound effects if appropriate

IX. Writing and Rewriting

A. Study and discuss correct playwriting format

B. Create a first draft of a ten-minute play and have a play reading

C. Evaluate, revise and create a second draft; have another play reading

D. Stage the ten-minute play revising throughout the rehearsal process

E. Follow the same pattern to create and stage a one-act play

X. Evaluation

A. Create criteria and write critiques on plays viewed

B. Using criteria, discuss class productions with classmates and make revisions as desired

C. Use criteria for self-evaluation and continued growth


Key Assignments:  
	· Read and/or view and analyze and discuss a variety of plays with different styles

· Research types of play structure, choose several, write a comparison of them, and present the information to the class

· Research, analyze and discuss Aristotle’s six elements 

· Study character descriptions and write detailed character analyses

· Study different types of plots, storyboard one, write an outline

· Study different types of dialogue, create original dialogue segments, read aloud and revise

· Study various settings, develop and share an original setting description

· Develop set description, floor plan, costume ideas, prop list, lighting and sound needs

· Keep a daily journal of observations that can be used as material for plays and reflections on current work

· Complete a ten-minute written play including at least two drafts; stage the play using actors and designers; perform it for an audience
· Complete a one-act written play including at least two drafts; stage the play using actors and designers; perform it for an audience
· Write a minimum of five critiques of productions seen to include at least one of your own work

· Maintain a portfolio of research, writings, descriptions, scripts and videos


Instructional Methods and/or Strategies: 

	· Research

· Discussion

· Observation of Performances

· Script reading

· Direct Instruction

· Writing and Rewriting

· Performing in short plays

· Observing and Journaling

· Collaborating with directors, actors and designers to complete projects

· Reflective writing

· Written critiques


Assessments Including Methods and/or Tools: 
	· Observation of students as they participate in discussions, group planning, rehearsals and performances shows degree of understanding, commitment and cooperation. 

· Reading research and reflective writing will show student range of understanding of the major concepts in playwriting and their personal relationship to them.

· Reading drafts of scripts will show degree of application of the principles studied.

· Critiques of the work of self and others will show depth of understanding and personalization of the material.

· Reading scripts and viewing performances using established criteria will demonstrate student skill and growth.

· Checklist for completing all requirements for the course.


Artistic Perception: 

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of playwriting and its many styles.
· Identify the use of Aristotle’s six elements in texts.
· Explore theatre vocabulary through discussions, readings, and observation of the playwright’s choices and design elements of theatrical productions both on and off campus.
· Explore the connection between the script and the other elements of productions.
· Understand the principles of playwriting in a variety of formats and contexts.



Creative Expression: 

	· Demonstrate an insightful understanding of works in theatre by analyzing and interpreting what is presented in formal and informal productions, films and electronic media.
· Practice and refine writing techniques for the development of ideas, the creation of text and subtext and the development of characters and settings.
· Demonstrate writing skill in all areas of playwriting including character development, plot construction, dialogue creation, and communication of production elements.
· Expand knowledge of the various activities of the playwright, actor, director, and designers by participating in the collaborative process that occurs in producing original theatrical productions.
· Describe the sets, costumes, lighting and sound for effective interpretation of your scripts.
· Make writing choices, using script analysis, character research, reflection, and revision to create original plays from classical, contemporary, realistic, or nonrealistic styles. 
· Have your scripts performed before live audiences in a variety of venues from play readings to complete productions. Participate in the performances.
· Develop scripts through observation, research, reading and revision.
· Utilize effective communication strategies for production development.
· Demonstrate strong writing skills consistently through writing in a variety of styles and with attention to detail.
· Work collaboratively as an ensemble, continuing to demonstrate and improve communication, design, organizational and writing skills.


Historical and Cultural Context: 

	· Research a variety of styles of plays from different cultural perspectives.

· Study Aristotle’s six elements.

· Research key playwrights, read and/or view works and note their styles and contributions to the field of theatre.

· View productions from various cultures.


Aesthetic Valuing: 

	· Document observations and evaluate writing elements in productions through class discussion and reflective writing.
· Evaluate and revise scripts by watching performances of scenes and plays.
· Use the specialized language of theatre vocabulary and vocabulary specific to particular theatrical traditions in discussion, journals, written reports, self and peer assessments, and criteria charts.  

· Analyze and respond to various interpretations of plays.

· Determine the writing techniques and exercises that provide the most support for your personal growth as a playwright.

· Maintain a portfolio of scripts including all drafts.


Connections, Relationships, and Applications: 

	· Demonstrate an understanding of the correlation between playwriting and other types of writing.

· Demonstrate the ability to identify, organize and accomplish writing and production tasks.
· Demonstrate the behaviors associated with responsibility and flexibility in personal, workplace, and community settings.

· Work responsibly and respectfully in groups.


	Common Core State Standards: See Guiding Principles for connections.




Credentials required to teach this course:

One of the following:

General Secondary

Special Secondary English

Standard Secondary with major/minor English

Standard Secondary with major/minor Drama

Single Subject English

Subject Matter Authorization Drama/Theatre

Supplementary Authorization Drama
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